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Description: Oracle develops, manufactures, markets and distributes data management software, application development tools and servers. Oracle also sells business applications that include customer relationship management and enterprise resource planning

oracle.oreilly.com/news/oracleessential_0701.html 

What is new in Oracle 8i Release2?

The following new features are available in Oracle 8i Release2 (Oracle8.1.6): 

· JServer Accelerator (Native Java compiler for each platform), Java programs can run as machine code, not interpreted as with 8.1.5. 

· iFS: Internet File System (only where available) 

· Native support for Java2 

· New SQL*Plus command line options: sqlplus -MARKUP [HTML...] and -RESTRICT 

· Mew CASE statement in SQL similar to the Decode() function 

· Many new analytical functions like lag/ lead/ etc implemented in SQL 

· STATSPACK that can be used for performance monitoring (much better that UTLBSTAT/UTLESTAT). 

· CURSOR_SHARING parameter - optimize SHARED POOL for applications that do not use bind variables 

· Block checking (DB_BLOCK_CHECKING) is automatically enabled for objects in the SYSTEM tablespace 

What is new in Oracle8.0?

Oracle8 will still support the standard relational stuff as in Oracle7, but some new features and object extensions (cost option!) were added. To list a few: 

· A new object-relational database model 

· Support for the ANSI SQL3 standard 

· Addresses the large (terabyte) database market 

· Table and Index partitioning (store a table in multiple tablespaces) 

· Up to 1000 columns per table 

· Server Managed Backup and Recovery 

· Supports more concurrent users 

· Connection Pooling (utilizes idle connections to support more user) 

· Shared Database Links 

· Oracle8 Data Cartridges (database plug-in's to creating new data types) 

· Client-side Object Cache 

· The ROWID field format and size changed from 6 to 10 bytes 

· JAVA support from Oracle 8.1 

· SQL*Net now called Net8 

More info is available in the Oracle8 DBA FAQ. 
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What is new in Oracle Developer/2000 Release 2.0?

Some of the key product's features: 

· A new Project Builder for team development 

· Allows developers to embed ActiveX controls 

· Can connect to Oracle7, Rdb, Sybase, SQL Server and Informix 

· Provides a set of "builders" for creating forms, reports, charts, procedures, database objects, etc. 

http://www.zdnet.co.uk/reviews/rstories/0,3040,e7110910,00.html
Oracle 9i Database  New Features 

The Oracle 9i Database has impressive features, faster and more robust clustering capabilities and improved data analysis functions. But the quality of the software is patchy, finds Timothy Dyck

In IT Week Labs' tests of Oracle 9i Database, we found it to be an extremely versatile database. However, it is also a big, complex product that requires highly trained administrators, high-end hardware and a big budget, and we found mixed levels of maturity and quality from component to component.Oracle 9i's pricing has dropped from Oracle 8i's per-CPU-megahertz model, but remains more expensive than its rivals. This is particularly true at the lower end because Oracle Standard Edition is a gutted version of its big brother, lacking major features available to Enterprise Edition users. Rivals provide these features at a similar price. Notably absent are most multi-CPU features, including parallel query, materialised views and fine-grained security, as well as the option to add Olap, data mining and additional management tools. As a result, although Enterprise Edition is an excellent database, Standard Edition trails its competitors.

Oracle 9i is an object-relational database but also includes file and document management, email, Web server, message queuing, and Java 2 Enterprise Edition application server features.

The new release also gains important performance and fault-tolerance improvements for firms using Oracle database clusters, and gains features that ease administration and provide greater data safety.

Oracle's database clustering is unique in that it supports complex packaged applications such as SAP's enterprise resource planning suite. Oracle 9i also includes strong data analysis capabilities through the addition of relational and multi-dimensional online analytical processing (Olap), as well as data mining. Unfortunately, the new relational Olap and data-mining features use a new Java-based API, so they will only be useful in new applications designed for Oracle 9i. Overall, Oracle 9i provides a very rich feature set, has a fairly consistent management strategy, and is oriented toward thin-client HTML application deployment through its XML, XSL and Java-oriented design. We found quality and maturity varied substantially for example, the email server performed poorly while the XML query features were impressive.

Particularly impressive were Oracle 9i's fine-grain access control features, flexible resource governor for mixed transactional and reporting workloads, auditing and data recovery features, object-oriented design features, and overall programmability. Using Oracle's access control features, we could set security access policies down to row and column granularity without having to add custom views for this purpose.

The Enterprise Edition also has a number of chargeable options for database clustering, data partitioning, Olap, data mining, geo-spatial data support, additional security support, and extra management and performance tuning tools.

Oracle 9i first shipped in mid-June for Solaris, then in the following eight weeks shipped on Compaq's Tru64 Unix, Hewlett-Packard's HP-UX, IBM's AIX and OS/390, and Linux. We tested the Linux edition. The Olap features are not available on the Linux version yet, though they will arrive in a future update. Windows support is due soon.

Oracle 9i adds a number of new or enhanced features to increase data safety and database uptime. One particularly striking feature is Oracle's Log Miner, which let us go back through already committed SQL statements to undo past work, something normally not possible without doing a database restore. Oracle 9i also includes a new graphical tool that makes viewing the log much easier than in Oracle 8i.

Oracle's administration tools, fronted by its Enterprise Manager administration console, have steadily improved over the years and are now quite stable and usable.

Timothy Dyck
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New features of Oracle 9i

[ Abstract for Oracle seminars, June 25 2001, CERN ]

The launch of Oracle 9i, the latest release of Oracle's Object-Relational Database management system, will take place during the Oracle OpenWorld conference in Berlin June 18 - 21. These two seminars, based upon presentations from OpenWorld, cover new features in Oracle 9i in its support for XML, Java and C++. Copies of the OpenWorld abstracts are included below.

Oracle9i has rapidly evolved into a database for all your data, from simple to complex types. Multimedia data types such as images, maps, video clips and audio clips are now common in many Web-based applications. Other software solutions also need to store data dealing with complex financial instruments, engineering diagrams or molecular structures. With Oracle9i, Oracle is completing the database object-relational vision by supporting full object modeling capabilities, including inheritance and multilevel collections, with type evolution capabilities. This session presents the latest object-relational advances, focusing on the core server features at a simple conceptual level and on the various language interfaces useful for manipulating server objects. The session also discusses component frameworks, SQL:1999, emerging W3C XML standards, how they map to these advances and more.

New in Oracle9i, Oracle C++ Call Interface (OCCI) is a better OCI (Oracle Call Interface) for C++ programmers. With a extensive collection of easy-to-use C++ classes and templates, OCCI provides high-performance and comprehensive C++ interface to powerful Oracle9i object-relational and relational database features. OCCI is based on the most recent C++ standard along with its Standard Template Library (STL). In addition, the OTT (Object Type Translator) utility has also been enhanced to generate C++ interface classes from user-defined types in the database to greatly simplify the development task. Attendees will learn to use OCCI for developing high-performance database applications.

Speaker: Geoff Lee, Oracle 9i product manager, Oracle corporation

http://www.stl-horizon.com/news/9i.htm
For the fourth straight year, Oracle has led the relational database market in terms of market share, according to industry analyst Dataquest. This includes an incredible 66% share of the database market on UNIX systems!

Oracle is looking to grow its popularity even further with the upcoming release of the Oracle9i Database. Designed to exceed your most stringent demands for performance, scalability and reliability, the Oracle9i Database will help you do more for less. 
Highest Quality of Service 

· Oracle9I Scalability
Revolutionary scalability is achieved with Oracle Real Application Clusters, supporting vendor independence and out-of-the-box scaling.


· Oracle9i Systems Management
Oracle9i's integrated system management products create a complete view of all critical components driving e-business processes.


· Oracle9i High Availability
Oracle9i introduces powerful new features to achieve continuous data availability by reducing both planned and unplanned downtime.


· Oracle9i Security
Oracle9i provides the most secure internet platform for protecting your company's most valuable asset-information.

...and Advanced New Features 

· Business Intelligence and Data Warehousing
Oracle9i Data Warehouses can help more users, analyze more click-stream data, faster.


· Oracle9i Java and XML
Oracle9i extends Oracle's lead in Java and XML with the most complete native support for Java and XML of any database on the market.


· Oracle9i Dynamic Services
The Oracle9i Dynamic Services is an open framework that provides programmatic access, centralized management, and multi-channel delivery of internet services.


· E-Business Integration
Oracle9i features a wealth of new XML-based integration features to help enable more transparent and seamless communication for application service providers and e-business exchanges. 

STL will be holding it's quarterly workshop shortly to give you a more in-depth look at the features & functionality of Oracle 9i. Be sure not to miss it! Email us at marketing@stl-horizon.com to register.
